
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



AN UNUSUAL GRAAFIAN FOLLICLE. 

ELLISON A. SMYTH, Jr. 

In the fall of 1906 I became possessed of a young setter pup, 
with an interesting family history : her mother a rather small 
Gordon setter, had given birth to her first litter, to which my 
pup belonged, in June, 1906, which litter consisted of fourteen 
pups, four dogs and ten sluts. Two died when three or four 
months old, and the rest were successfully raised. The mother 
had seven tits in lactation. 

For reasons of convenience I had this pup spaed in March, 
1907, she being then ten months old. The ovaries I killed at 
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once in Flemming's solution and sectioned for class use. They 
showed a number of ripe follicles, not a few containing double 
and triple ova, though not all the extra ova were normal. Sev- 
eral serial sections on one slide, however, showed a large follicle 
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about ripe with two perfect ova at opposite poles ; in each of 
these ova the nucleus was normal and the chromatin elements 
and network and also nucleolus perfect and beautifully distinct. 
Unfortunately I partially destroyed this slide through a vexatious 
accident. I obtained, however, another pair of ovaries from an- 
other pup, and on sectioning found many follicles with two, a 
number with three, a few with four, and one follicle with seven ova 
in clear view. As far as I can ascertain this is the greatest number 
of ova recorded from any mammalian follicle. The case is es- 
pecially interesting on account of the family history. The mother 
setter has never had another litter. One of her daughters littered 
in July, 1907, having nine pups, three dogs and six sluts, with 
eight tits in lactation. 

These facts are interesting in their suggestiveness along hered- 
ity lines, and also as to the relation between multiple ova in 
follicles, and large number of offspring. 

The micro-photograph is of this follicle of seven ova, x 90. 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 



